
DIVidends: A Decade of Innovation
Since 2010, USAID’s open innovation program, Development Innovation Ventures 
(DIV), has invested in global innovators who are testing new ideas to address the 
world’s most intractable development challenges, building rigorous evidence of what  
works, and scaling the most impactful, cost-effective solutions. DIV combines best 
practices from venture capital and academia to maximize results while minimizing 
risks, impacting millions of people living in poverty, and at a fraction of the usual cost.

DIV helps USAID engage with the private sector and other new partners. Innovations  
supported by DIV support developing countries on their journeys to self-reliance.

Built on the idea that game-changing ideas can come from anyone, anywhere,  
at any time, DIV supports companies, social entrepreneurs, non-profits, 
researchers, and others to address development challenges. DIV accepts 
applications year-round at www.USAID.gov/DIV for innovations in every sector 
and country in which USAID operates. Utilizing internal and external expertise, 
DIV assesses applications through the lens of its core principles—rigorous evidence 
of impact, cost-effectiveness, and potential for scale and financial sustainability. 
With its co-creation approach and flexible funding model, DIV is a change-maker 
whose impact continues to inspire new methods and investment models to achieve 
key development objectives.

DIV was co-founded in 2010 by Dr. Maura O’Neill and Nobel Laureate Dr. Michael 
Kremer. DIV’s Division Chief, Leah Pedersen, alongside the DIV team, continues  
to build on the legacy of DIV’s unique approach to expand the frontiers of aid 
effectiveness and impact investing a decade later.

 [T]echnology and innovation can play a huge role in  
 improving the quality of life of poor people across the globe, 

but the surprising truth is that the right approach for harnessing  
that innovation hasn’t been incubated in freewheeling Palo Alto, but 
in the bowels of a supposedly hidebound government bureaucracy 
in Washington, D.C.”

— “Can Silicon Valley Save the World?” Foreign Policy, June 2013

DEVELOPMENT INNOVATION VENTURES

Turning Bright Ideas into Global Solutions

DIV’s innovative model has allowed the 
program to achieve more results per 
dollar invested to achieve greater good, 
at greater scale, for less than traditional 
models of development.
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ABOVE: Children hold a solar-powered lamp enabled  
by Zola Electric (formerly Off Grid Electric), a DIV 
grantee in Tanzania. © Matthieu Young/USAID
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